
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Garway School, 

SCHOOL LUNCHES THURSDAY 1st OCTOBER  

It’s the Autumn Schools’ Census day on Thursday 1st October. This is a crucial day for us, because our Universal 

Infant Free School Meals funding for the entire financial year 2026-27 will depend on how many KS1 children 

(from Years R, 1 and 2) order a school lunch on that one day! The more lunches ordered on that day, the more 

money we will receive! It doesn’t cost you a penny if your child is in KS1. 

If you haven’t already done so, please consider ordering a school meal on Thursday 1st October for your child. 

There are several options, including hot and cold meals, locally produced by Team Mailes in Ewyas Harold. 

Many thanks, 

Julie Jones (Headteacher) 

REMINDER 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS begin  

Monday 14th September.  

We still have spaces available for some clubs—if you 

would like to book please contact the office. 

WELCOME AFTERNOON  

Wednesday 16th September  

All Parents/carers welcome 

3:00 Computers in school and e-safety talk in the 

hall  

3:30– 4:15 You are invited to pop in to see your 

child’s class and chat with their teacher.  

Children are welcome to accompany you to show 

you ‘their classroom’. 

EARLY PHONICS, READING & WRITING  

 INFORMATION SESSION 

Tuesday 22nd September  

At 2:45 to 3:30 

All parents/carers/ grandparents wel-

come, especially Reception and KS1 

 

Mrs Watkins will provide information on how we 

teach phonics, reading and writing and how you 

can support your child at home. 

Garway Primary School 

Garway  Herefordshire  HR2 8RQ 

01600 750273   

admin@garway.hereford.sch.uk 

www.garwayprimaryschool.co.uk 

Headteacher - Julie Jones 

Chair of Governors: Tony  Phillips 

Vice Chair of Governors -  Julie Martin 

Governors can be contacted through the 

School Office on the number opposite  

Newsletter Friday 11th September 2026 

THE VALUE FOR SEPTEMBER IS GROWTH MINDSET 

Garway Primary School Governors Update 

Dear all 

Thank yous 

Thank you to Mrs Ruth Maskell who has tendered her resignation to 

the Governing Board.   We are very sad to see Ruth leave and have 

much appreciated her support of the school during her term of office,  

not least as our Safeguarding Governor.   

We also wish to extend our thanks to Mr Mark Bevan, who has been a 

governor and associate governor for many years, who is also stepping 

back.  His support on our Finance Committee has been invaluable. 

VACANCY 

We now have  a vacancy for a governor on our board, so if you know 

any one who may be interested in joining our team please get in touch 

with the clerk (Chris Davies by phone on 01600750273  or email        

cdavies@garway.hereford.sch.uk) for more information. 

Best wishes 

Tony Phillips, Chair of Governors 



Working Together to Support Attendance 
 
As we begin a new school year, we know that parents and schools share the same goal: for children to be happy, 
feel they belong, achieve their potential and enjoy their education. Regular attendance is one of the most important 
factors in helping children succeed, and we look forward to working in partnership with you throughout the year. 
 
As your child returns to school, we encourage you to talk positively about the opportunities ahead, help them estab-
lish good routines and celebrate the benefits that school brings every day. 
 
At Garway Primary, school starts at 8:55 and finishes at 3:30. 

 
Why Attendance Matters 
Every day in school matters. 
Good attendance helps children to: 

• Achieve their academic potential. 

• Develop friendships and a sense of belonging. 

• Build confidence and resilience. 

• Access clubs, trips and enrichment opportunities. 

• Develop positive habits that support future success. 
 
Our aspiration is for every pupil to achieve 100% attendance, although we recognise that illness and exceptional 
circumstances can sometimes affect attendance. 
 
What We Ask of Parents and Carers 
We ask all families to: 

• Ensure their child attends school every day they are well enough to do so. 

• Ensure their child arrives on time and ready to learn. 

• Maintain good bedtime and morning routines. 

• Talk positively about school and take an interest in their child's learning. 

• Arrange appointments outside school hours wherever possible. 

• Not book holidays during term time. 

• Contact us promptly if attendance becomes difficult for any reason. 
 
Reporting Absence 
If your child is too unwell to attend school, please: 

• Contact the school admin team via phone or email before 9am on each day of absence. 

• Provide the reason for absence. 

• Keep us updated if the absence continues. 
 
For guidance on common illnesses, please visit the NHS website: Is my child too ill for school? 
Many minor illnesses do not require children to stay at home and, where appropriate, we will support pupils in school 
if they feel unwell during the day. 
 
Medical Appointments and Leave During Term Time 
Please arrange routine medical and dental appointments outside school hours where possible. If this is not possible, 
your child should attend school before and after the appointment wherever they can. 
Leave of absence during term time can only be authorised in exceptional circumstances. Any requests should be 
submitted in advance using the school's leave of absence process. Family holidays will not normally be authorised. 
 
How We Will Support Families 
We understand that attendance can sometimes be affected by health, wellbeing, SEND needs, family circumstances 
or other challenges. 
 
If attendance becomes a concern, our approach will always be to: 

• Listen and understand any barriers. 

• Work together with pupils and families. 

• Put support in place where needed. 

• Seek additional help from relevant services when appropriate. 
 
Please contact us as early as possible if you are experiencing difficulties. Early discussions often help prevent con-
cerns from becoming more significant. 
 



 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK :   

Class R:   96.15%  

Class 1/2:  99.55%  

Class 3:  98.46%  

Class 4:    94%  

Class 5/6:    99.43%  

Whole School this week:   97.58%  

Whole School this term:    97.43%  

Garway Primary School Autumn 2026 

Half Term Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 

Monday 14th September 

KS1 Creative Explorers Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

KS2 Netball/Dodgeball Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

Yr 1 upwards Chess Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

Tuesday 15th September  

KS1 Gymnastics Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

KS2 Football/Tag Rugby Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

Year 4 upwards Violin and Cello Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

Wednesday 16th September 
Welcome afternoon and E safety from 3:00pm All Welcome 

KS2 Art Club—3:30-5:00 pm 

Thursday 17th September  

1st Swimming Lesson years 5 and 6 

KS1 Multi-skills Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

KS2 Engineering Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

Friday 18th September 

Forest Schools Yr R and PS AM 

Forest Schools Yrs 3 and 4 PM 

Stay and Play 9:15– 11:00 All welcome  

Year 1 upwards, Choir Club—3:30-4:30 pm 

KS2 Textiles Club—3:30-4:30 pm 
   

Tuesday 22nd September 
Early Phonics, Reading and Writing Information Session 
2:45-3.30 pm All welcome esp Yr R and KS1 

Friday 25th September 
Macmillan Coffee Morning—As per details below. All wel-
come 

Students of the Week   

Class R:    Elidyr  

Class 1/2:   Lily  

Class 3:   Willow  

Class 4:  Whole Class  

Class 5/6: Reuben  

Well done!  

House points  Last  Week This Week Total To Date 

Beech  102 102 

Oak  114 114 

Silver Birch  85 85 

Sycamore  105 105 



Please see full information as a separate PDF on 

the website. 

Pre-school News 

The children have completed their first full week back, well done! We have been busy settling back in to our pre-school 
routine and  welcoming some new faces in to the setting. We have done lots of water, sand and sensory play this week. 
Our new topic this half term is 'All About Me'. Have a lovely restful weekend  

Meg, Miriam and George  

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Friday 25th September  9:30-11:30 am 

Garway School with Class 5/6. 

All Welcome 

Your children (including Pre-school children) will be given the oppor-

tunity to make a donation and choose a cake too, so please send a 

small amount of money with them on Friday. Any cake donations 

will also be gratefully received! 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as can make it. 

Please print a poster (which will be sent separately) and display for everyone. 



 

 

 

 

National Theatre Live Performance 

Les Liaisons Dangereuse  

Staring Lesley Manville and Aiden Turner 

Friday 11th September  

Doors Open 6:30 Performance 7:00 

£10 on the door or from Ticket Source. 

Bar and Snacks  

Disclaimer: Garway Primary School  enjoys sharing information in our Newsletter on events happening in the local 

area. However,  although we try to be careful in what we include, Garway Primary school  is not in any way responsible 

for the events/content and parents/carers attend/respond at their own risk. 

Story Telling  with Austin 

Storytelling will start again at Garway Village hall on Saturday 

12th September from 2 to 4pm. 

There will be drinks and biscuits available and if any of you wish to 

bring anything along as well as a story then I'm sure we will all 

appreciate it! 

The dates up till Christmas are 12th September, 10th October, 

14th November, 12th December 

2-4pm at Garway Hall, HR2 8RQ 

I look forward to seeing you! 

Austin 

Harvest Supper 

Garway Village Hall 

 


